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Tastemaker

Axel Yervoordt fashions=
a verdant reluge

for Dallas antiques maven 8
Betty Gertz and

all her earthly delights
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bath, The eminens
decurative-urts col-
lector and dealer—
whase Dallas shop,
Hast & Orient Com-
peny, has bien an altar to anciquarianism since 197%—has
alwsys had a playfully eceentric side, In rutly, it radiares
throughoul her astomishing hore

rdimares from downtawn, inoa neighborhood peppered
e th mammioth French-, Mediterrenean- and Tudor-stvle
houses, Gerte’s private world is virtually invdsihle, absenred
by tall walls of plastered heick that sreheing slowly and
gloriously overtaken by nature, Shrobs, vines, and trees are
all one con see from the streel, save Torea gable that pecks
above the treetaps nrd a glimpse nf o car on fhe hallcieele
diive that dizsappears behind a hedge,

The uneonventional amd mysterious home is the
second project Gertz hos completed with her longtime
Triend Axel ¥ervoordt, the influential Belgman designer
renawned for his abilibe to mix the past and present 'n
retarkable ways, The two had previcusly collshorated on
the redecoration of another Dallss howse, 3 Gueorgian-siyle
mansinn where the chic decler and her late Bushand,
Melvin, a prominent oil executive and chemical engineer,
raised their childrer. A temnpting offer to sell that prop-
crly, though, spureed her to relocate. Atter finding the aew
address, Gerle asked Vervoordr to take a look—and he
vl il cleae el bee dido'c like it at all,

Narraw and utterly vndistinguished, the two-soory
structure sparked an instane challengz frona the Antwerp-
b perfectinnist “How ca we change (877 Yervoordr
sopnarrived ab theidea of camoutlaging the whole builiing
behitd garden wakis in & manner contradiceory to the ciry's
repudalion far Nashioess. “The outsides of houscs are
always very glamorous in Texas, buc the nsides are alwars
dhisappainting” the dealoner explains with his typical take-
c-prisnn ers directness. “Why not do the opoosite—a hid-
don Tolac with a great surprize inside”

Choex Gerte, one has to wander deep into the tree-
shiacled ol Tefoee Droding the main enoance, Whar appears
Lo Toe: the fromi denr actually swings open toan enchant
amall courcrard. Tiehind that, accessed throngh yes another
daorway, Hes a second, lasger courtyand, ad then, Tnally,
the house reveals itself. In [len of 2 tepieal Tover, visitoes
step inmo apreenhouzelike space that owes intea long gal -
lery punctuated with skelighis and Nanked Dy e kikchen

and the master suite. (Guest ronms are upstairs ) At che far
ond iz a verdant vista, wsibic From the front door. Yoo can
aee all the way to the garden" savs Geree. *T love thar”

A comprelensive renovation elevated the struenire in
ey war ceiling heights, finishes, aura. Flemish artisans
came b apply patrally pigmenated lime washes to the
wealls, and for the floors, Vervoorde mucled in old Carrara-
marhle slabs and dmeworn wood parquet set in dramatic
patterns {'hﬂ'u'."lutr:,' frowrn en 18ch -cenildry Bordoaus d[mﬂl
ceary now lines rhe kitchen, while nohle pilasters of nak
and walnat aupment che gracions brarey, the house's larg-
et svace, which 5 waed for reading, re/sxing, and Jining
Chasieally it's o one-room house," Gerts says with a laugd,
Finally, when all the dvst had settled, g ho-hum dwelling
had been transformed into smmething clsc entirely: o well-
crafted treasure chest for the dealer's cherished trove,

“Eerervthing come with me when I mooved” savs Gerte,
who approved the top-to-bottern architeetues] revamp but
had aoictention of Duying new furnishings, remainiog
lerral tn the wenershle objects she has acquired vver her
lifetime, Shie relishes a plece’s origin, its provenance, its
conditinn—a Georgman woeod rable glowing with centuries’
worth of prlizh, a 1700: wing chair whose velvet-wrapped
arms have been rubbed alimast bare,

“The worn rugs and the febries on tae beautiiul
antiques give the impression the house has existec likethis
e generatoas” observes celebrated Texas decoraror
Joseph Minton, one of the dealer’s close pols. Andin away
it has. Gerte's grandson Tvler Gertz, a designer who has
conne fo live with hier while workline on a hiscorical novel,
savs, “T recopgnize every single thing from my caildhood.”

Diesnite the cchoes of yesteryear and the honeylike aro-
mas of varnizhes, wax, and mellowed leather, Betoy Gartz
is not corstrained to the past Vervoorde has nudged her
intn puirchasing cnrtemporacy art that he adores and which
shes now loves, too, namely postwar Japanese works thar,
e says, “nake roons a little vounger and more of wday”
Snd inatead ol the Farmsl way of 1ite che mice enjored,
Clerts notes, “now we practically e Inthe kitchen,”

She alao ~evels in commfnrts that no ancien régire duch-
cas cver did, ameng them loors wanmed by madiant hear, a
swinnining pool kepl at o sybaritc 90 degrees, and stare-of-
the-are tablet concrols. As for that car tucked behind the
hedpe out fromt? 1o a shapely, sexv jet-black comvertible,
glearning and, like :ts elegant owner, ready re rall o

Dppmﬂe: B shylil galkery Disecls anlicues gleqaler Betty
Gurlets Dallas resldence, which she renovaled wth
designer and fellow antigualre Axel Vervoordt: beugaln-
willma climba the lime-painted plaster walls, and a
canvas by Japanese artist Morio Imal surmounts an
18th-century marble conzale. For detalls see Sources.
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Jdust inside the frant door, A KRret
bronze torso offers a sensuous
caunterpoint to an abstracs palnting:
| the alanteris a 19th-centiery hibachi,
Cpposite, from top: Gertz site ot the
liorary's antique architects dek,
A Chineze roct table nestles baneath
a7 artwork by sxel Verveordt in
the galleny. The poohouse lroorpormtcs
a Colonizl-style entrance salvagad
fram Gertz's former harme:
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The kitchen b5 aquipped with a

Lacanehe range and waknist

cakirmetry thal integrates antique

Eronch elements; the windows

1 are hunel with Belgian gingham,
At Oppasite: Inthe poolhouse,

antlque Chinesa porcelain from
I'h_L.)' Grie of the famolus Hakcher car-
QoS perchies an plaster brachets

designed by Axel Vervoodi




and an exuborans
Venetiah carner

cabinat laden with
blane de Ching;

the Bath
features :
Dreslgns flttings,
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