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THIS ANCIENT CASTLE HAS TAKEN ON A NEW
ENERGY AND A MODERN-DAY RELEVANCE
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r hiz philosephy i execured with grear panache
in Fis family home, the ech-contury medieval
Kuasteel ven s Gravenwess] on che ourskires o
Arnvwerp. where Vervoordt showcases his work
ad displays arc and anceues Too his clients
e view. Rich in history and romance, She
rasthe haes withsrood wers, tamily teuds and
the loss of Norlunes,

When Asel and May Vervoordr bought the propertyin rg8y. ic had
underzone numerous alteracons — many of which were out al
¢raracter with che architecture’s intwgrily — 50 the couple undertoulk
@ twoevesr restaration progrem. “This ok an inordinare amount
of time and waz no easy tasky)” Vervonomdt seys, “Dlegpire wanoing Lo
sitnplify things, we were very carefi] t respest those alterations made
by previous nwners that were i kesping willl the urigual sryle”

The most recent renovanicns, oo the castle’s nuchuld ngs, wer
finally eompleted enly last year, precipitated by Vervoordrs son
Bosiss wedding an the csrae, which underlives the need o more
guest bedraoms and recepliun spoces,

Orririnally comprising the gatehonse, stmbles. carriage houses, noy
lofts, groems and couchmen’s quartess, thess vaternal huildings wers
added ro the zazt of the custle in abour 17400 when the enare strlemr:
weas rebuiil a3 a connere mungion ay the emrinent Antwerp architect
Jan Piewer von Baurscaeit -he Younger. “The man was & visionaes”
Yervonrde seys, “Llis fines achievement was to demuolish a dingv
enclysed courtyard and teplace it with 2 magnilicene tecmce and
a pair of opposing stone bridges, one leading to the casrlz ruends,
ta0 orher acrass the maoat o the outhoeild ngs and entranez”

Today these ouchuildings are = Tascinadng miv of 1sth and
tth-century architectare, while providimg 4 transition berween the
casde courtyard and the formal gardens beyond. At an early stage,
Vervourdt avded o swimming pool snd poal house w the south ul
rhe old secbles and arigingd orangeric. In o806 @ new coingerie was
created in rae north end of the firmal gandens o cover Dlants
inowincer gnd 1_11'1'_wic1|_' an CYOCAnive SeTting Fir Farnaily Tnehes:

Om the grovnd foo- in e oain group of outbuildirgs, o suitz ol
larme receprion rooms 15 decorsred in dillement srvles t iderscore
Yervoordrs diversity 45 en inrerior designes, In the o.d coach hoase,
nuw used for comeews nross 1 arge dinlng space, ancient UM,
Fragmeried Roman qrid Welleniz eraruzs, and medievs] salvaged
arelrivecinal stone relicf work adern dhe roam,

Mexr ro the old wach hovse, the Loft Rowm, decorated in
Vipvenrdrs ‘wabi style, is ased for pattery classes and is filled wich
snrigpaes and 2 mix of contemporeey and Jasanese (Gural urtworks,

The Lalt Reom leads to rhe Trench-infuenced Manoir Roor:
& carnfiortable place oo siz by the fire onone afthe salls orelub chaizs
from the Axel Vervoords Home Colleetion. This lewds onto smaller
living and dining reoms, all in different spyles, There is alsu library
devoted o s eollection of garder haoks and journals and scomed
with antique maps of the property &nd Provenyal pocrery. The rap
Hoor, where hay wes stored and grooms and eoachmen onee slepr,
has now been converied inge simple but comfertable guescbedrooma,

Thanks not only to these iniriguing outbuilcings but alse L 15
estate’s evor-cvolving collection of art and fumiture, this ancient
castle bas taken on g new encngy 37d modem-day relevanze under
e reaure of Axel 41d May Vervoosde. The feelig thar these inspired
spraves have always heen parc of the castle’s centuries nld legaey is the
greatest possitle restament o the eouples ralenzs, £L

(i e Mol R, o coffection of ofibecemionry Proses fShembure weives TeEd
the vt Ferosardt esre Cnlfeciots Foric 2g0 st and Thesiare” cieh ghad
dboze the Greplaze is 140 Barbaraze i painfing. Fabin To Burmno Pe:
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